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His Excellency Lt. Gen. Seretse Khama Ian Khama 

President of the Republic of Botswana 

Office of the President 

Private Bag 001 

Gaborone 

Botswana 

 

 

 

Dear President Khama,  

 

We, the undersigned, all winners of the ‘alternative Nobel prize’, are greatly 

concerned for the welfare of our friends and fellow laureates, the Bushmen of the 

Central Kalahari Game Reserve. Without access to water, a fundamental human 

right, they are struggling to sustain their way of life on their ancestral lands.  

 

All the Bushmen want is to be able to use a borehole which they used before they 

were illegally evicted from their lands. To deny them this is inexcusable.  

 

We urge you to allow the Bushmen access to water on their lands, and work with 

them to ensure a sustainable future for everyone. In the words of Roy Sesana, 

'We aren't here for ourselves. We are here for each other and for the children of 

our grandchildren'.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Ibrahim Abouleish (Egypt) 

Marcos Aran, International Baby 

Food Action Network (Mexico) 

András Biró/Hungarian Foundation 

for Self-Reliance (Hungary) 

Carmel Budiardjo (UK) 

Tony Clarke (Canada) 

Erik Dammann/The Future in Our 

Hands (Norway) 

Hans-Peter Duerr (Germany) 

Samuel Epstein (USA) 

Anwar Fazal (Malaysia) 

Festival Internacional de Poesía de 

Medellín (Colombia) 

Johan Galtung (Norway) 

Wes Jackson/The Land Institute 

(USA) 

Katarina Kruhonja (Croatia) 

Ida Kuklina/The Committee of 

Soldiers’ Mothers of Russia 

(Russia) 

Manfred Max-Neef (Chile) 

Pat Mooney (Canada) 

Alice Tepper Marlin (USA) 

Movement for the Survival of the 

Ogoni People (Nigeria) 

Nicanor Perlas (Philippines) 

Raúl Montenegro (Argentina) 

Juan Pablo Orrego/ Grupo de 

Acción por el Biobío (Chile) 

Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishad 

(India) 

Right Livelihood Award Foundation 

(Sweden) 

Mycle Schneider (France) 

Suciwati, wife of late Munir 

(Indonesia) 

Hannumappa Sudarshan, VGKK 

(India) 

Vesna Terselic (Croatia) 

Trident Ploughshares (UK) 

John F. Charlewood Turner (UK) 

Judit Vásárhelyi, on behalf of Duna 

Kör (Hungary) 

Alla Yaroshinskaya (Russia) 


