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Info: What is the Central Empowered Committee? 
 
The Central Empowered Committee (CEC) is a panel of experts, created by the Indian 
Supreme Court in 2002.  
 
It was asked to consider and make recommendations about Vedanta’s alumina refinery and 
bauxite mine, planned in and around the Niyamgiri hills (where the Dongria Kondh, and their 
neighbours the Majhi Kondh, live). The committee sent a fact-finding team to the area to 
investigate. 
 
On 21st September 2005, the committee presented a report to the Supreme Court, covering 
issues about the refinery and the mine. Below are the report’s ‘observations and 
conclusions.’ 
 
The committee recommends that mining in Niyamgiri should not be allowed, and that 
were it not for administrative peculiarities the refinery may never have been allowed 
to be built.  
























