SUMMARY OF EVENTS JULY 2004 – DECEMBER 2006

2004

· July 4: First evidence heard in court case. 

· July 15: Seven Bushmen are arrested for hunting and detained for two weeks without trial. 

· Early Aug: President Mogae hands out blankets and sweets to Bushmen in Kaudwane eviction camp.

· Nov 19: 17 Bushmen return to Molapo and Metsiamanong after being chased by scouts for six kilometres. 

· Nov 29: Government confiscates the Bushmen’s radios. 

· Late Dec: Two Bushman grandmothers in their seventies try to return home to the Central Kalahari Game Reserve (CKGR) by walking 120 kms. After getting half way and with one of them near to collapse, they accept a ride back to their eviction camp.

· Late Dec: A Bushman woman and her three small children try to return home to the CKGR on foot, tracked by lions and narrowly escaping attack.  

2005

· Feb 21: President Mogae tells a UK audience, ‘I cannot allow them (the Bushmen) to go back (to the CKGR)’, prejudging the court case currently in progress.

· Apr: Botswana government pushes a bill through parliament to scrap the key clause in the Constitution protecting Bushman rights. This clause forms the major argument of their current court case against the government. 

· Late May: Bushman Selelo Chiama is tortured on two separate occasions by wildlife scouts, including being beaten with a gemsbok horn. He later dies.

· June 2-9: Seven Bushmen are tortured. Five of these are tortured every day for three days, including being handcuffed by their hands and ankles to the bull-bar of a 4x4 and dragged one kilometre. 

· July 31: Three Bushmen are arrested for hunting.

· Aug 12: Botswana Telecommunications Authority (BTA) informs the Bushmen’s organisation First People of the Kalahari (FPK) it will not renew their radio licences. 

· Mid Aug: The Bushmen’s lawyer Gordon Bennett and FPK are denied entry permits into the CKGR by the government, meaning Bennett cannot consult with his clients.

· Aug 15: Botswana’s Wildlife Department (DWNP) announces ‘no Basarwa [Bushmen] will be let in’ to the CKGR. 

· Aug 23: One Bushman is arrested for taking water to his family in the CKGR.

· Sep 1: The central and southern parts of the CKGR are closed until further notice and armed wildlife scouts start patrolling Bushman communities inside. 

· Early Sep: Armed police officers and wildlife scouts in Mothomelo threaten Bushman residents by firing shots into the air and, several days later, shooting over the head of one Bushman. Bushmen residents flee in fear. 

· Sep 11-12: Bushmen in Molapo, Metsiamanong and Gugamma are told by the District Commissioner (DC) of Ghanzi that they must remove all their livestock from the CKGR. Bushmen in Mothomelo are told by wildlife scouts that they must remove themselves too or they will be killed. 

· Sep 12: Jumanda Gakelebone, Bushman activist, receives first of four death threats. 

· Sep 14: DWNP announces that all livestock must be removed from the CKGR. 

· Sep 15: Police officers confiscate the radio in FPK’s office in Ghanzi.

· Mid Sep: Gakelebone receives second death threat. 

· Mid Sep: Armed wildlife scouts in Mothomelo kick and beat one Bushman and shoot his seven year old son, forcing him to go to hospital in Gabarone. 

· Mid Sep: A police officer in Kaudwane shoots one Bushman in the back of both legs as he stands with his arms raised inside his own yard. 

· Sep 18: Gakelebone receives his third death threat. This reads, ‘I’m going to burn you inside your house and kill you.’

· Sep 19: One Bushman is arrested for hunting. 

· Sep 22: Gakelebone receives his fourth death threat. This is from a police officer who says, ‘They’re looking for you and they’re going to kill you.’ 

· Sep 22: All Bushmen radios in the CKGR have been confiscated. 

· Sep 24: Armed police, under the command of government lawyer Sidney Pilane, fire teargas and rubber bullets at unarmed Bushmen as they attempt to enter the CKGR to take food and water to their families. One Bushman is shot in the jaw and 28 Bushmen, including seven children, are arrested. In custody five Bushmen, four of whom are members of FPK, are beaten. 

· Sep 29: Roy Sesana and FPK win Right Livelihood Award.

· Oct 2/3: Bushmen livestock begins to be removed from Mothomelo and Gugamma. 

· Oct 3: Eight Bushmen are arrested trying to enter the CKGR to take food and water to their families. One Bushman has his hands tied behind his back and for three hours is hit on his back by a wildlife scout with the butt of his gun.

· Oct 6: Eight Bushmen from Molapo walk and ride donkeys out of the CKGR to publicise their plight. In the last few weeks, armed police officers and wildlife scouts have prohibited them from hunting, gathering, tending crops, collecting firewood and leading their goats to pasture. 

· Oct 7: Armed police officers evict at gunpoint between 25 and 35 Bushmen from Molapo.

· Oct 8: Armed police officers evict at gunpoint 14 Bushmen from Metsiamanong. 

· Mid Oct: Armed police officers evict at gunpoint at least five Bushmen from Mothomelo. 

· Oct 28: High Court rules that the government must allow one Bushman family to return to their home in Gugamma in the CKGR. 

· Early Nov: Bushman woman Qoroxloo Duxee dies in the bush near Metsiamanong due to ‘dehydration, shock and dry starvation’, according to the post-mortem.

· Dec 9: Roy Sesana and FPK receive the Right Livelihood Award at an awards ceremony in Sweden. 

2006

· Early Jan: Government representatives accuse FPK of making bombs. 

· Early Jan: Bushmen in Metsiamanong report harassment by the police, who threaten to stay with them until they leave the CKGR.

· Early Jan: Government bans the broadcast on Botswana Television of an interview with Roy Sesana after the Right Livelihood Award. 

· Jan/Feb: 15 Bushmen, including one of those previously tortured, die and many others become ill in unidentified epidemic in New Xade eviction camp.

· Mar: Bushmen in Metsiamanong report continuing harassment. 

· Mid Mar: Four Bushmen are arrested by armed wildlife officers.

· Apr 4: Eight Bushmen are arrested, prodded with guns and told they will be killed by armed wildlife officers. At Khutse Gate they are tied up and kicked and beaten if they move, while the families are told they will be killed. 

· Apr 26: Botswana government lawyer Sidney Pilane says, ‘CKGR is state land and belongs to the government. . . Government can remove anybody from it who doesn’t have a permit to be there’, prejudging the court case currently in progress.

· Early May: Sesana and Gakelebone receive two death threats. 

· Early May: Bushmen in Gugamma and Metsiamanong report continuing harassment from armed wildlife officers. 

· May 24: Last Bushmen living in the CKGR smuggle out an appeal for help. Their appeal reads, ‘guards. . . come every three weeks and threaten to kill us if we do not leave.’

· July 2: One Bushman and his son are arrested for hunting. Two days later they are made to run in front of a car for six hours. When they ask to rest, they are threatened with a beating. 

· July 3: Four Bushmen are arrested for hunting. One of them, arrested and tortured in 2005, says, ‘People are harassing me, arresting me for nothing, torturing me for nothing, trying to finish my life. I want to go back to my homeland, this ‘development’ is torturing me for nothing.’ 

· July 29: Seven Bushmen are arrested for hunting and beaten all over the body by armed wildlife officers. One Bushman, old and sick, says, ‘We were bleeding from our faces. After they kicked me I was vomiting blood.’

· Sep 8: Court case concludes.

· Sep: De Beers Botswana makes a donation to Botswana’s High Court.

· Early Oct: Eight Bushmen are arrested for hunting. 

· Nov: TH Drilling enter the CKGR, under contract to Petra Diamonds. Petra confirm that they are drilling at 15 sites around Gope, and have identified 95 ‘magnetic anomalies’ in the area.

· Nov 15: Bushmen in Kaudwane are told that their relatives still in the CKGR can have their goats back only if they leave the CKGR and come to Kaudwane eviction camp.

· Dec 13: Verdict due in the Bushmen’s court case.

