
Assoumindele and Makamekouma Cameroon    20 July 2016 
 
The cases of violations of the human rights of the Baka and their neighbors in 
WWF’s project intervention zone.  
 
We, the Baka from Assoumindele and Makamekouma who have signed this letter, 
ask WWF to stop funding the anti-poaching teams that threaten and torture us. We 
would also like the funders of the Ngoyla reserve to come here to ask our consent.  
 
Djadom Cameroon        22 July 2016 
 
We, the Baka of the village of Djadom, oppose the Ngoyla Wildlife Reserve, which 
has not received our consent. We beg all those who are funding the reserve to 
come here to our communities to ask our consent.  
 
Ngatto Ancien Cameroon       27 July 2016 
 
We, the Baka from Ngatto Ancien who have signed this letter, are suffering a lot 
because of conservation. The wildlife guards come here and beat us. Even if a 
woman is pregnant, they beat her. Even if she has a child with her, they beat her. 
God created lots of things in the forest that our parents left to us. These are the 
things we grew up with. Now they are forbidden to us.  
 
We ask WWF and all those who give money to the Nki Park to come here, speak to 
us and get our consent before carrying on with their work. We want to live like we 
did before. If we don’t, we and our children are unable to live.  
 
If we can’t show our children the things that our grandparents left to us, they 
cannot live.  
 
Zoulabot Ancien Cameroon     29 July 2016   
 
We, the Kounabembe and the Baka from Zoulabot Ancien who have signed this 
letter, ask all those who would like to fund the anti-poaching teams here or the Nki 
National Park to come here to the village first to ask our consent and to see how 
we are suffering. The wildlife guards beat us and terrorize us and our ancestral 
lands lie within the park.  
 



Limbila and Mbako Cameroon      3 August 2016 
 
We the population of Limbila and Mbako village surrounding the park national of 
Nki, will like to ask the government of Cameroon why he sends bad people like the 
WWF, ecoguards and the anti-poaching squad men to come and beat us here in 
our community. Does the government need us to vote for him? Why do  
he makes us to suffer if needs our vote? We are suffering from the beating, we are 
dying from the hands of these bad men for our forest. How can we vote for you?  
 
Ndjamena Cameroon       3 August 2016 
 
We, the Baka from Ndjamena who have signed this letter, do not want WWF to 
come and work here in our forest. We want to keep eating the things that our 
ancestors have left to us.  
 
From the Bakwele chief of Ndongo Cameroon   3 August 2016  
 
To those funding the NGO WWF’s project,  
 
I would like to inform you with this letter how the local populations of Ndongo, the 
Nki National Park, are weeping because of what your agents are doing. WWF has 
been coming here since 1996. We used to be very happy. But now we find 
ourselves marginalized and tormented in every way.  
 
Here in our community, there are still promises that were never kept by WWF. All 
we get is aggravation. We make requests and complaints about the animals that 
come to destroy our fields (elephants). We’ve never had any solutions, no 
compensation and no support. For more than five months the people’s fields have 
been destroyed with no solution.  
 
We here are now only living on rice, really. Sir, your agents are very, very aggressive 
and we don’t want them to come here any more.  
 
In short, to those funders: if you have any projects, come to the field yourselves. I 
repeat: your agents are not here for work but for corruption. The wildlife guards 
have become the real poachers. They no longer respect the park limits. We no 
longer have access to the park.  
 
  



Mbouda Cameroon        4 August1 2016   
 
Sirs,  
 
We, the Baka people of Mbouda, categorically refuse to have wildlife guards and 
WWF in our forest, purely because of the abuses carried out against us.  
 
Yondo Central African Republic      11 August 2016  
 
We, the Bayaka signing this letter from the village of Yondo, are suffering a lot 
because of the [Dzanga-Sangha] project. The wildlife guards snatch our meat from 
us, our fish, our caterpillars, and the fruits and vegetables of the forest. Sometimes 
they beat us. We ask all the funders of the Dzanga-Sangha project to come here to 
seek our consent. Please let us explain our problems. 
 
Babongo Central African Republic      14 August 
 
We, the Bayaka of Babongo who have signed this letter, ask WWF, WCS and all 
those who give money to the Dzanga-Sangha and Nouabale-Ndoki projects to 
respect our rights.  
 
We ask that you come here, listen to our problems and seek our free and informed 
consent.  
 
Thank you.  
 
Mossapoula Central African Republic     18 August 2016  
 
Grievance letter  
 
To all the funders of the Dzanga-Sangha project and the Nouabale-Ndoki project,  
 
We the Bayaka and the Sanga-Sangha from Mossapoula who have signed this 
letter are suffering a lot because of conservation. The wildlife guards threaten us, 
beat us, steal from us, even outside the park. And yet we have the right to enter the 
park. We ask you to come to Mossapoula before continuing your funding in order 
to hear our problems and seek our consent.  
 
  

                                            
1 This letter was misdated as 4 July 



Yandoumbe Central African Republic     18 August 2016   
 
The declaration on the situation of the Yandoumbe communities, from the Bayaka 
indigenous peoples of the Central African Republic (CAR).  
 
We the indigenous peoples are addressing this letter directly to the funders of the 
project from around the whole world.  
 
As far as the development of indigenous peoples is concerned, we indigenous 
Bayaka in CAR want to be treated equally, like other people in the country. Here we 
have the APDS [Dzanga-Sangha Protected Areas] project, which has never 
supported us. Know that we indigenous Bayaka, we love the forest. We have been 
at home in our forest for a long time. But why is our forest shut off to us now by the 
wildlife guards? Here in CAR we want to live in peace in the forest like our parents 
did for a long time.  
 
We the indigenous Bayaka in CAR ask you the funders to come here to talk with 
us. We the indigenous Bayaka in CAR.  
 
Socambo Central African Republic     21 August 2016 
 
Dear funders around the world,  
 
We Bayaka from Socambo want, as indigenous people, to live in peace in our 
equatorial forest. 
 
Since the project was launched in our country, we Bayaka have been living poorly 
because of the anti-poaching squads that have taken over the forest, saying that 
we can no longer go into the forest. What are we going to do with our children? So 
that they survive? This poverty is beyond us: too much suffering, with no hospital 
and our children aren’t going to school much.  
 
Despite the money that you provide to conserve the forest, we don’t benefit at all. 
Our ancestors lived perfectly well in this forest.  
 
The project doesn’t even take us on to work, we the Bayaka of Socambo. Our 
brothers in Congo and Cameroon do benefit from their forest, but for us in CAR it’s 
no good. 
 
Please think of us because our country is not in as good a state as other countries. 
 
Please think of us poor indigenous people who use our forest. We are fed up of 
how the project has cut us off the forest. Even to gather wild greens it’s very 



difficult, or honey or meat. Everything is forbidden. What can we do to get our life 
back?  
 
This is our plea to the funders in charge around the world not to forget us, or what 
we say. We greet you all.  
 
Makao Congo        31 September 2016  
 
We the Bayaka of Makao are suffering greatly because of conservation. The wildlife 
guards threaten us; we are afraid. We ask all those who give money to the 
Nouabale-Ndoki park and to the ecoguards to come here, listen to our problems 
and seek our consent. Otherwise how are we supposed to eat?  
 
Souanke region2 Congo        8 September 2016  
 
We the Baka from [a community in the Souanke region] would like to tell you that 
we Baka from Souanke are suffering a lot. Who is making us suffer? The WWF 
people. They beat us and they burn our houses, break our stewpots, they ruin all of 
our things.  
 
This saddens us because everything we do is always ruined. We ask the people in 
this country to save us because the things we are witnessing are not good. How 
are we going to survive in this world? Those who are giving money to these people: 
do you want them to kill us? We no longer live well, we the Baka from Souanke. 
We’re no longer at ease, we are forced to flee and sleep in the forest without any 
shelter.  
 
Seh Congo         9 September 2016 
 
We the Baka of Seh signing this letter want peace. We don’t want any torment. A 
change needs to be made. We don’t even have anywhere we can live. We’re still 
living here – we mustn’t flee. We will always bear the suffering of being beaten. But 
how will our children survive? The wildlife guards have even beaten a child. She 
died, along with with an elderly man.  
 
We ask all those who give money to the wildlife guards to come here to establish 
peace, and ask us what we think. That way we can explain our needs. Otherwise 
we are lost.  
 
  

                                            
2 This community decided that it wanted to be named only as a village in the Souanke 
region, out of fear of reprisals. 



Sembe region3 Congo      10 September 2016 
 
We the Baka of Sembe, we don’t want to be tortured any more because of the 
forest. We are people who live from the forest. People are using our forest without 
our consent.  
 
To those who fund this project: we would like you to come to the field, so that the 
people who live in the forest can enjoy it.  
 
We count on your kind solidarity to help the indigenous population. Thank you!  
 

                                            
3 This community decided that it wanted to be named only as a village in the Sembe region, 
out of fear of reprisals. 












































